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VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA
MICHIGAN STATE COUNCIL
             Howell Chapter 110 
         General Membership Meeting 
             September 27, 2025

Pledge of Allegiance 					John Riling
Moment of Silence					John Riling
Opening Prayer					Tom Meinhardt
Call to Order – 10:00 AM				John Riling

Approval of the Agenda:   Motion 310/142 accept agenda as presented, motion carried.
Approval of the Minutes:  Motion 310/142 to approve the minutes of 06/14/25, carried. 

Roll Call of Officers and Delegates:				Gary Estermyer
President John Riling - present
1st Vice-President Mike Goodpaster - present 	Secretary Gary Estermyer - present  
2nd Vice President Duke Mayo - present  		Treasurer Al Tarlo - present   

CHAPTERS: 9 David Gurtowsky P, 18 Tom Sibley A, 31 A, 109 John Gibbs A, 
110 Ralph Sharp P, 133 Tom Romein P, 142 Mike Goode P, 154 Pat Murphy P,
175 Joe Mishler A, 180 Tom Brown A, 237 Fred StOnge A, 259 Russell Hayward P,
267 Phil Smith E, 274 Duke Mayo P, 284 David Hoffman P, 287A, 310 Tim Driscoll P,
313 Terry Ivey P, 380 Vic Romback A, 387 A, 390 Ron Branda A, 494 Gary Dietrich A,
528 Gary Estermyer P, 571 Grace Murray A, 583 Wayne Trapp A, 882 Terry Frank E,
1047 Joe Prato A, 1083 Tom Meinhardt P.

12 Present	14 Absent	2 Excused		Quorum is present.   

President’s Report  (given after Treasurer report):  
	John welcomed everyone and thanked Howell Chapter 110 & American Legion Post 141 for allowing us to meet here at their post.   
	Recap of National Convention, NOLA  -   John was elected National Vice President in a closely fought battle (16 votes) with Francisco Ivarra, WA.  Due to family issues he was only able to be in NOLA for 4 days.  He sincerely thanked those that helped him collect over 200 signatures as he had to run “off the floor”.  Others elected were Tom Burke – President, 
Bill Meeks – Secretary, Dottie Barickman – Treasurer, Gary Estermyer – R5 Director and
Sandie Wilson – At Large Director.  Vern Peterson, Chapter 528 finished in 11th place and lost  by 1 vote.  John pledges to work closely with Tom Burke and help VVA move forward.
	John had attended the 30th Anniversary of the North Wall in Windsor. He presided over the pinning ceremony to Canadian Vietnam veterans and some surviving spouses.  He and Mike Goodpaster also placed a wreath at the memorial ceremony.  Jack Devine and Gary Estermyer also attended.  
	John proudly announced that his son-in-law, Phil Waldron, was recently promoted (July 2025) to Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard.  Phil is now the top CG enlisted person who serves for the next four years to advise the CG Commandant on enlisted matters.    
President’s Report, cont.

	John spoke briefly on setting up virtual MSC meetings with some preliminary test runs.
Virtual may be available for our March 14 MSC meeting.
	Harrison Chapter 1047 has informed the officers that they intend to voluntarily dissolve.  The officers will contact them and assist in this effort.  Muskegon Chapter 31 is also basically inactive and will probably follow suit.  
		
1st Vice-President’s report:     					Mike Goodpaster  
	Recap of 30th anniversary of North Wall, 26 Canadian Vietnam veterans were pinned,
Very nice ceremony at the North Wall with wreath presentation and a motorcycle ride in.
	Recap of Nat. Convention, NOLA – VVA Chapter of the Year went to the Charles S. Kettles, Washtenaw County Chapter 310 (3rd time!), VVA Member of the Year went to Tim Driscoll of Chapter 310, Commendation Medal awarded to Jack Devine.
	Mike will represent MSC @ CSCP meetings as John has created a conflict with his VP election and can’t represent both positions during those meetings.        

2nd Vice-President’s report:  					Duke Mayo
	Recap of National Convention, NOLA – Duke learned that the youngest VVA member is 64 and the oldest is 102 at the Membership committee hearing.  
      
Secretary's Report:  							Gary Estermyer
	Recap of NOLA Convention – disappointed in delegates not passing The Plan, we just kicked the can down the road for another 2 years.  National Officers & BOD will now have to create a new continuance plan.  I attended the Veterans Benefits, Constitution and Public Affairs committee hearings.  Gary, Al and Duke were able to tour the WW II museum one afternoon.    
	I was elected Region 5 Director & Chair, Veterans Benefits Committee and I will remain on the Constitution Committee.
 
Treasurer's Report:  Al Tarlo reviewed the finance reports dated 2/24/2025  –  9/25/2025.        
Al assisted Bruce Himrod in filing the MSC 990 IRS form.  He has also filed and paid      the LARA annual fee.  The PNC Bank CD was recently rolled over to a 4-month 4.1% plan.
Chapter convention grant receipts are now due as well as membership incentive documentation. 
Recap of National Convention, NOLA – This was Al’s second convention, and he met a lot of new VVA personnel and is looking forward to the next 2 years of VVA activity.     
Wreaths Across America project; Ft. Custer, GLNC, Grand Rapids Home for Veterans.  Motion 154/133 to buy 210 wreaths; 100 FC, 100 GLNC, 10 GR @ $17 x 210 = $ 3,570.00, motion carried.

 National At-Large Director:						Sandie Wilson
	Sandie was re-elected At-Large Director & Chair Agent Orange Committee and she will continue serving on the Women Veterans Committee.
	Recap of National Convention, NOLA – Sandie feels there was not enough National concern / communication in determining what the delegates think of the future of VVA.
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Announcements & Chapter Roundtable: 
John and now Gary Estermyer (R5 Director) will continue to visit other state council meetings and events.  John has already been to VVA HQ twice and has also attended the Texas SC mtg.
On Veteran’s Day John may be asked to attend a White House breakfast with other VSO’s.  

   9  -  Spoke about travel issues for veterans, options were discussed
110 – Opened lengthy discussion on chapter, state, National dissolution issue
154 -  They held their annual POW-MIA ceremony, also held a 9/11 ceremony at Freedom Hill,
	Working on their Operation Christmas where they help up to 250 families,  they host 
	VVA & county service officers five days a week at their Vet Center, planning their 	
	Annual Christmas dinner/dance for Dec. 6, 2025
259 – They remain active in multiple downriver communities by participating in parades and 
            manning a product sales booth to include the upcoming “AppleFest” in New Boston 
274 – They continue to have their pastie fundraiser every 3rd Friday, recently held a 
	Veteran’s Appreciation Day in Cheboygan
284 – On Sep. 18th they participated in a Dwayne T. Williams, MOH ceremony, they held a
	POW-MIA ceremony at the Chesterfield Home for Veterans and they continue to 
	Recruit new members
310 -  They also set up their merchandise booth at Washtenaw County events such as the 
	WCCC ‘Vet Fest”, they encourage veterans birth defect children to file a VA claim,
	they’ve undertaken a $120,000 landscape improvement project at the Washtenaw
	County Vietnam Veterans Memorial, they remain active with the Ann Arbor Fisher 
	House and AAVA events
313 – They continue chapter membership recruitment and utilize self-addressed self-stamped
	envelopes that contain a membership application, they are currently selling gun raffle
	tickets as a fundraiser and are using a partnership plan to assist in maximum sales
528 –   They recently celebrated their 35th chapter anniversary with a dinner/dance
1083 – They recently held a Reverse Raffle fundraiser and are making plans to host the MSC
	 December 6 meeting and luncheon   

Committee Reports:
Constitution / Bylaws:  							Gary Estermyer
	Newly edited National Constitution is now available @ www.vva.org. 
	
Fundraising:     Suggestions welcome, grants may be possible       		Duke Mayo
   
Membership:  								Mike Goodpaster
August National Membership Affairs report; total VVA membership – 93,303
12,301 in Region 5, 4,909 in Michigan, Chapter 154 still holding down 5th with 805 members.      
Dual AVVA/VVA memberships are at 920
All chapters should report their deceased members information to National.  
   
 National Cemetery: 						      		 
 Terry Ivey reported on Ft. Custer; 113 burials in August, 718 YTD and 46,463 total burials.
 Tom Meinhardt reported on GLNC; 412 burials in August, 3,969 YTD and 70,224 total burials.
There is work being done on Shelter #4.  On October 18 there will be headstone cleaning and 20th anniversary ceremony marking its first 20 years.  
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POW-MIA:  1,566 - RVN & surrounding SE Asia area.			Phil Smith

Product Sales:  								John Riling 
	John reported that TN had donated some of their products to MSC in NOLA where he was able to bank $2,000 after expenses.  Kokomo also produced a profit.  He thanked his entire product sales team for their hard work during NOLA convention and at Kokomo. 

PTSD / Veterans Health Care: 						 Sandie Wilson 
Sandie reported there is a Women Veterans Seminar in DC next week.  Sandie is unable to attend.  PTSD treatment continues to be an issue as well as over prescribing medications.  
Autism research needs to continue.  John Riling announced that he has been receiving excellent dental care and he is aware that the VA offers direct deposit for travel pay.     

V.A.V.S.: 							   Phil Smith and Tim Driscoll   

Veteran’s Incarcerated and in the Justice System:			Phil Smith

Veteran’s Benefits / Service Program:  Gary Estermyer reported that we have
 11 accredited staff; 8 service officers, 2 admin. and 1 Director/CVSO.  
 
Recoveries:          FY 24 - $22,652,762                        FY 25 - $22,263,135
         Feb - $1,622,472          March  - $2,183,099          April  - $2,096,226             
         May - $2,576,731         June - $3,028,830	     July - $2,801,929	
Detroit RO, McNamara Building, 477 Michigan Avenue, Room 1229, Detroit 48226 is open 
with appointments preferred (313) 961-9568 for hearings and face-to-face meetings.  
Our service officers have been participating in many VA sponsored events state-wide.  
VSO staff recently attended training in Lansing.   

AVVA:    									Penny Meinhardt
Project Friendship – Volunteers of America, SE Louisiana - $27,700.00	      
	AVVA convention recap – President Sharon Hobbs, Vice President Kathy Andras, Secretary Nina Schoffel, Treasurer Joanne Blum, R5 Director Anthony Gigli and Deputy R5 Director Penny Meinhardt.
Tony attended today’s meeting and presented Chapter 1083’s incorporation certificate.
They discussed fundraising options and participation issues.    
	Dec 6, 2025 meeting to have gift card fundraiser, requesting $25 card donations

Unfinished Business:   AVVA member Dana Buza has agreed to manage MSC website.
Floyd E. Carmichael – Battle Creek VA Hospital re-naming process.  It was reported 
that at this time the VFW is opposed to this name as Floyd did not receive the MOH.  
It was mentioned that neither was Tom Corey, West Palm Beach VAMC.

New Business:  Virtual “Wall of Honor” could be added to website to honor and recognize Michigan VVA members who have distinguished themselves in their chapter, state or local community level.    
MSC officer nominations will begin at the December 6, 2025 meeting for the 2026-2028 term.
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AVVA & VVA upcoming meetings & events: 


October 21-25, 2025 – National BOD & CSCP meetings in Arlington, VA
			   Sheraton Pentagon City Hotel

Dec 6, 2025, Saturday, 10:00 AM  – VVA & AVVA general membership / Christmas luncheon
					Marysville Chapter 1083  @  VFW Post 8465
					3815 Knapp Avenue  -  Port Huron, MI 48060

January 29 – 31, 2026 – National BOD & CSCP meetings in Arlington, VA
			    Marriott Crystal Gateway

Feb or March 2026  -  VVA & AVVA general membership meetings
			(date {March 14 preferred} & location TBD, Chapter 310 has volunteered 
                                     with Chapter 110 as backup if needed)

April 9-11, 2026 – National BOD & CSCP meetings in Arlington, VA
		         Marriott Crystal Gateway	

May or June 2026  -  VVA & AVVA Annual/Election meetings
		  (date {June 6 or 13 preferred} & location TBD, Chapter 528 has volunteered 
                           with Chapters 110 and 259 as backup if needed)

2027 National Convention – August 24-28 – Marriott Crystal Gateway
1700 Richmond Highway, Arlington, VA 22202


Closing prayer									Tom Meinhardt	

Adjournment:  12:15 PM  

Minutes taken by Secretary Gary Estermyer.

Lodging in the Port Huron (PH) area:
 _ _ _ _ _ _ 
DoubleTree by Hilton 		City Flats Hotel		Comfort Inn
800 Harker St				800 Military St		1720 Hancock St
PH, MI 48060				PH, MI 48060			PH, MI 48060
810-984-8000				810-432-0010			810-292-0453

Hampton Inn				Holiday Inn Express		Super 8 by Wyndham
1655 Yeager St			2021 Water St			1484 Gratiot Blvd
PH, MI 48060				PH, MI 48060			Marysville, MI 48040
810-966-9000				810-662-3400			810-292-0328
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