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VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA
MICHIGAN STATE COUNCIL
             Marysville Chapter 1083 
            General Membership Meeting 
             December 6, 2025

Pledge of Allegiance 					John Riling
Moment of Silence					John Riling
Opening Prayer					Tom Meinhardt
Call to Order – 10:00 AM				John Riling

Guests:  National VVA President Tom Burke & spouse Robin
Member of 1083 – 
New Delegates or Alternates:  Don Kawjwa chapter 313 was introduced as their alternate.
		Motion 133/1083 to recognize/seat Don to this position.  Motion passed.
Approval of the Agenda:  Motion 154/313 to approve agenda as presented.  Motion passed. 
Approval of the Minutes:  Motion 284/313 to approve minutes of Sep 27, 2025. Motion passed.

Roll Call of Officers and Delegates:				Gary Estermyer
President John Riling - present
1st Vice-President Mike Goodpaster - present 	 	Secretary Gary Estermyer - present  
2nd Vice President Duke Mayo - present			Treasurer Al Tarlo -  present   

CHAPTERS: 9 Jack Devine P, 18 Tom Sibley A, 109 John Gibbs P, 110 Ralph Sharp A, 
133 Tom Romein P , 142 Mike Goode A, 154 Pat Murphy P, 175 Joe Mishler A , 
180 Tom Brown E, 237 Fred StOnge A, 259 Russell Hayward P, 267 Phil Smith E, 
274 Duke Mayo P, 284 David Hoffman P, 287 A, 310 Sandie Wilson P, 313 Terry Ivey P, 
380 Vic Romback E, 387 A, 390 Ron Branda A, 494 Gary Dietrich P, 528 Gary Estermyer P, 571 Grace Murray A, 583 Wayne Trapp A, 882 Terry Frank E, 1083 Tom Meinhardt P.

 Present - 12	 Absent - 10	 Excused - 4		Quorum is achieved.   

President’s Report  (given after Treasurer report):     		John Riling
National Vice President Report:
John welcomed everyone and thanked Chapter 1083 for hosting VFW Post 8465 and he thanked the AVVA for putting on the Christmas luncheon.  John attended the National BOD  meeting in Oct. and submitted his VP article for the Nov/Dec 2025 issue of The VVA Veteran.
Not mentioned in his article are some potential sites for the VVA National Leadership conference in 2026 which include Tulsa, OK – Dayton, OH – Colorado Springs, CO and Daytona Beach, FL.  The National BOD in January 2026 will review and make the selection.  
John invites any chapter personnel to attend these National meetings and observe what goes on.
John also spoke about an Owasso, OK Vietnam veteran memorial project he was aware of.
In memory of Ray Essenmacher, Chapter 494 member and former MSC Secretary & service officer Motion 9/494 to donate $100.00 for that project.  Motion passed.
(1)

 1st Vice-President’s report:     					Mike Goodpaster  
Mike reported on the CSCP October meeting in Arlington, VA that he attended.  Many topics were discussed which included failure of The Plan, suggestions for new Plan, personal SC and chapter plans for the future, Hamburger Hill unit flag presentation to National.
Mike also spoke about the VVA medals program that is open to JROTC, Sea Cadets, Eagle Scouts and Civil Air Patrol.  Mike is aware that at least 2 Michigan chapters participate in the JROTC program.  Chapter 528 is now working with the Livonia Thunderbolt CAP squadron.  
Mike encouraged any chapter to get involved with their local units.  Details of the medals and instructions can be found @ www.vva.org, VVA Awards section.

2nd Vice-President’s report:						Duke Mayo
Duke suggested that chapters contact their local Toyota dealers to seek donations as Toyota is very veteran friendly.  He had a list of Michigan dealers and a sample donation request form.
Duke also pitched a raffle idea as an MSC fundraiser.  He suggests the 1st prize of a Springfield 1911 pistol and 2nd prize of a Michigan-made custom knife forged with Mackinaw Bridge metal.
After discussion delegates voted to approve this raffle with a December 2026 drawing date.
	 
Secretary & Region 5 Director Report:					Gary Estermyer
Gary reported on a MSC Bequest program that the BOD has approved.  This option is similar to what is offered by many organizations.  It would help MSC remain solvent in the future.  
Gary also made copies of a Dana Nessel (MI AG) press release dealing with scams targeted at veterans and seniors.  Hint – don’t offer your personal information to strangers.
The MSC fell into a deal with “Support The Troops” during the October Nat. BOD weekend.  
We received delivery of 2 pallets containing coffee & snacks which included Starbucks coffee, Pepper Ridge Farm cookies, Lance crackers and 5 Hour Energy drinks.  It was decided to donate those items to Freedom Center, Fisher House, AA VA Hospital and Chapter 154 food bank.  
Following the MSC meeting Gary attended the Chapter 154 “Operation Christmas Dinner & Dance” event in Clinton Twp.  It was a great fundraising event with good food and good times.
On the Region 5 front, Gary has attended SC and chapter meetings in Indiana, Illinois and Ohio.
At the October National BOD meeting he met with all R5 SC presidents and exchanged meeting schedules and events.  As Veterans Benefits Committee chair Gary also presided over two VB meetings to discuss future direction and sub-committee personnel assignments.  You can find two articles in The VVA Veteran written by Gary; R5 and Veterans Benefit Committee.    
	
Treasurer's Report:  Al Tarlo reviewed the finance report dated 9/25/2025 – 12/02/2025.
Al announced there were still two chapter convention grant receipts now overdue.  
There are still three chapter membership incentive documentations that also are now overdue.  
Al will be emailing those chapters of their obligation to comply with the agreements. 
He has been in contact with the CPA who finalized our MSC taxes last year and he is already preparing for filing for the 2025 tax year.  

National President:  Tom Burke spoke about numerous topics to include the future of VVA National, State and Chapters.  He goes in depth on this subject in his recent article in The VVA Veteran.  He opened the floor for Q&A and the delegates had a much better perspective of the challenges VVA faces from his level.  Tom has been extremely busy with his travels and meetings schedule which frequently include John Riling, his VP.  He and his wife Robin enjoy visiting us in Michigan and he is pushing for a mid-west Conference in 2026.                    (2)

 National At-Large Director:						Sandie Wilson
	Recap of National BOD October meeting, things are pretty quiet lately.  Sandie spoke about bentonite clay which is a detoxifying agent that after further research may be used by future veterans as exposure treatment.  Sandie was recently contacted to be a speaker at three libraries at three different locations.  She offered to help with assistance from another Grand Rapids area former Army nurse.  
 	
Announcements & Chapter Roundtable: 
9  -    Chapter has donated a POW-MIA chair to be placed in the MI Capital building.  
          Planning to participate in 25th anniversary of the Michigan Vietnam Memorial in Lansing.
          Donated 100 (15 lb.) turkeys to needy Detroit area families. 
133 – Will participate in Wreaths Across America.  Provided food assistance to 5 area families. 
154 – They will host their ‘Operation Christmas Dinner Dance’ fundraiser tonight.  540 tickets
          have been sold for this annual event that features numerous baskets and 50/50 raffles. 
         They also maintain a year-round food pantry for Macomb County families.  	
259 – Will participate in their local veteran wreath laying project.  
274 – Will again participate in their area Toys for Kids holiday program.
          On May 16, 2026, they will celebrate the 30th anniversary of their helicopter dedication.  
284 – They reported there is a local dentist in their area that offers free service for veterans.
          They participate in area veteran related events and always speak about POW-MIA.
310 – They are very active in “22aDay” veteran suicide awareness program where they display 
          crosses at various public locations.  Dawn Farms in Ann Arbor now offers drug & 
          alcohol treatment program.  They continue visitation at the Ann Arbor VA hospital and 
          sending out care packages to deployed veteran units.   	
313 – Will participate in Wreaths Across America.  Recent chapter raffle went well.  
          Asked for suggestions on how to lower chapter quorum requirements.
494 – On the Michigan legislative front there is still discussion on the resolution to extend the 
          end of the Vietnam War date relating to the Michigan Bonus Act, 1975-1990.
          No substantive action is known at this time.  
528 – Now sponsoring Livonia Thunderbolt CAP Squadron, $15 medals from National.
          528 is also currently working on a clothing drive to benefit local veteran groups.
          They will again ring bells for Salvation Army and distribute turkeys to needy families.
1083 – Continues running their successful quarterly 3-digit raffle, tickets available today.
             Raffle profits help support 42 permanently hospitalized veterans in their area.   	

Committee Reports:

Constitution / Bylaws:  							Gary Estermyer
	Edited National Constitution now available @ www.vva.org 

Election Committee:       Round 1 of MSC officer nominations 		Jack Devine
The following accepted nomination:   John Riling, President
	      			       	 Mike Goodpaster – 1st Vice President
	      				Duke Mayo – 2nd Vice President
	      				Gary Estermyer – Secretary
	      				Al Tarlo – Treasurer

											(3)
Legislative Affairs:								Jack Devine
Jack reported that the Coalition grant remains at $4.25M however there were cut-outs for MVAA and the counties amount was cut.  Due to national FEMA budget cuts, disaster relief funding has been reduced which last year affected the ice storm power outage damage in northern Michigan. 
 
Legacy Task Force:								Jack Devine
Jack continues to work hard on this committee and will be meeting with Tom Burke and John Riling following this meeting.  He has created a Regional Advisor program to help spread the news and progress of LTF.  Fred Barks, IL SC president has volunteered for Region 5. 
Jack also has an in-depth article in the Nov/Dec issue of The VVA Veteran. 
	
Fundraising:     See 2nd VP report.    			           		Duke Mayo
   
Membership:  								Mike Goodpaster
November National Membership Affairs report; total VVA membership – 93,536,
12,333 in Region 5, 4,914 in Michigan, Chapter 154 remains 5th  with 802 members.      
Dual AVVA/VVA memberships are at 935
All chapters should promptly report their deceased members information to National.  
The MSC BOD has also approved continuing the membership incentive program.
Chapters must submit their next new member documentation to gunnersmate235@gmail.com and the $50.00 reimbursement will be made to that chapter.  
   
 National Cemetery: 				                         Terry Ivey & Tom Meinhardt
 Ft. Custer is now looking for a new director due to a transfer to GLNC.  
So far in FY 26 there have been 228 burial services with a total of 46,879 since opening.  
Great Lakes NC has now welcomed Rodney Heard as their new director.  
GLNC had 300 funeral services in November, 743 for the FY with 71,382 total since opening.
On April 11 they have scheduled headstone cleaning, and they may develop plans for a 20th anniversary event in 2026.  								 

POW-MIA:  1,566 - RVN & surrounding SE Asia area.			Phil Smith

PTSD / Veterans Health Care: 						 Sandie Wilson  
Sandie strongly suggests seeking professional help, perhaps beyond what VA offers.    

Veteran’s Benefits / Service Program:  Gary Estermyer reported that we have
 11 accredited staff; 8 service officers, 2 admin. and 1 Director/CVSO.  
 
Recoveries:          FY 24 - $22,652,762                        FY 25 - $27,836,361
         	
Detroit Regional Office (RO), McNamara Building, 477 Michigan Avenue, Room 1229, 
Detroit 48226 is again open following the recent government shutdown.  
Suggest calling ahead for appointments (313) 961-9568 for hearings and face-to-face meetings.  
Our service officers have been participating in many veteran sponsored events state-wide and they all continue with advanced service officer training.
   											(4)


AVVA:    									Penny Meinhardt
	The AVVA gift card fundraiser raised $660 as 33 ($25.00) cards were donated.  
Penny spoke about their at-large membership and their efforts to incorporate more chapters.  They also are preparing for their upcoming March elections as the current officers have a personal schedule conflict on June 6, 2026.  

New Business:  Further discussion on MSC involvement with “Support The Troops” donation program that benefitted veteran related organizations.  
Al Tarlo informed the delegates of the MSC ‘Wreaths Across America’ account that he reactivated and he encouraged chapters to participate.   
It is with great sadness that we inform the membership of a death in our VVA MSC family.  Keith K. King passed away on Jan. 1, 2026, after battling a lengthy illness.   May he R.I.P. 
	
AVVA & VVA upcoming meetings & events: 

January 28-31, 2026 – National BOD & CSCP meetings
			 Marriott Crystal Gateway
			 1700 Richmond Highway, Arlington, VA 22202

 March 14, 2026, 10 AM  -     VVA & AVVA general membership meeting
		       		 LTC Charles S. Kettles Chapter 310 host chapter
		 		 VFW Post 423 /  3230 S. Wagner Road /  Ann Arbor, MI 48103

April 8-11, 2026 – National BOD & CSCP meetings
			Marriott Crystal Gateway
	
June 6, 2026, 10 AM  -  VVA & AVVA Annual/Election meetings
			   Howell Chapter 110 host chapter @ 	American Legion Post 141
			   3265 W. Grand River Avenue  /  Howell, MI  48855

August 2026  -  National VVA Leadership Conference
		   (Date & location TBD by National BOD in January 2026)       

Closing prayer									Tom Meinhardt	
Adjournment: 12:25 PM   
Minutes taken by Secretary Gary Estermyer
                                                Lodging in the Ann Arbor area:

Wyndham Garden Ann Arbor   Hilton Garden Inn Ann Arbor      Hampton Inn
2900 Jackson Avenue                1401 Briarwood Circle                 1250 E. Michigan Avenue
AA, MI  48103                           AA, MI  48108                             Saline, MI 48176
(734) 249-6157                           (734) 327-6400                             (734) 268-6695

Hampton Inn Ann Arbor South	Sonesta Simply Suites Detroit Ann Arbor
925 Victors Way			701 Waymarket Drive
AA, MI 48108				AA, MI 48103
(734) 665-5000			(734) 663-2818
												(5)
image1.emf

