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VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA
MICHIGAN STATE COUNCIL
             Annual/Election Membership Meeting 
              Howell Chapter 110
           June 6, 2026

Pledge of Allegiance 							John Riling
Moment of Silence							John Riling
Opening Prayer							David Hoffman
Call to Order – 10:00 AM						John Riling

Guest:  Bob Kalfaian, Tunnel to Towers Foundation
New Delegates:  John Baxter – 18, Joe Mishler – 175, Rich Waling – 528, motion 380/284 to approve.
Approval of the Agenda:  Motion 142/109 to accept as presented, passed.   
Approval of the Minutes:  Motion 284/528 to accept 03/14/26 minutes, passed.

Roll Call of Officers and Delegates:				Gary Estermyer
President John Riling - Present
1st Vice-President Mike Goodpaster - Present	 	Secretary Gary Estermyer - Present  
2nd Vice President Duke Mayo - Present			Treasurer Al Tarlo - Present   

CHAPTERS: 9 David Gurtowsky P, 18 John Baxter P, 109 John Gibbs P, 
110 Ralph Sharp P, 133 Tom Romein P, 142 Wayne Blank P, 154 Mike Schneider E, 
175 Joe Mishler P, 180 Tom Brown E, 237 Fred StOnge A, 259 Russ Hayward P,
267 Phil Smith E, 274 Duke Mayo P, 284 David Hoffman P, 287 A, 310 Jon Luker P,
313 Terry Ivey P, 380 Vic Romback P, 387 A, 390 Ron Branda A, 494 Gary Dietrich E,
528 Rich Waling P, 571 Grace Murray A, 583 Wayne Trapp A, 882 Terry Frank E,
1083 Tom Meinhardt E.

 Present 14	 Absent 6	 Excused  6		Quorum is achieved.   

President’s Report  (given after Treasurer report):     		John Riling
National Vice President Report:
	Recap of National BOD April meeting; last chapter membership rebate to be paid out by early May.  National budget issue was resolved, VVA Veteran to be reduced to magazine size in 2027, Mission 75 discussed, John has made and will make numerous trips to DC as VP to include placing a wreath at The Wall for Vietnam War Veterans Day, he attended the joint House & Senate VSO testimony hearing and he attended a formal dinner at the Army/Navy Club to discuss a Ken Burns documentary that VVA will be involved in.  John suggested everyone read your Veteran magazine and check out www.vva.org for all National updates. 
To attend meeting with Canadian Vietnam Veteran group to offer a chapter start up kit.
To attend a planning meeting of the CMOH Society to discuss their upcoming convention.    
Jon Luker (310) attended the April National CSCP & BOD meetings.



1st Vice-President’s report:     					Mike Goodpaster  
	Recap of CSCP April meeting    /    Mission 75 discussion
Mike and Gary drove over to Holland to meet with former Chapter 73 members to discuss membership options (merge with Muskegon Chapter 31, form new chapter).  Letters were sent to the Chapter 31 membership with extremely low response.  Dissolution likely for Chapter 31.
	VVA Leadership conference, August 11-15, 2026, Jacksonville, FL
	Mike will be driving down to Jacksonville with product sales team.
	
2nd Vice-President’s report:          A.O. Remembrance Raffle 		Duke Mayo
	 Eligible chapters (those filing 990-N or EZ) selling 50 tickets will receive $1,000 Leadership grant, sales of less than 50 = $500 Leadership grant.  Seller of 1st place winning ticket will receive a $100 gift card.  Pat Kline, at-large VVA member and owner of Petoskey Cedar Swamp Sporting Goods has paid the printing cost of these $10.00 tickets.  270 ticket stubs and money turned in today.

Secretary's Report:  								Gary Estermyer
Election reports due from; 18, 109, 142, 175, 237, 287, 387, 390, 571, 583, 882
Blank election report forms available today, July 15 deadline to return to National & MSC.  
There will be a July 22, 1 PM zoom meeting with all MI chapters to discuss THEIR VVA future.  
DONATION REQUESTS:  $250.00 – AVVA Project Friendship “Operation Lifeline”,
				After brief discussion, motion passed.
	     $1,000.00 – Congressional Medal of Honor Society, to help offset their upcoming
		                 Detroit convention expenses, motion passed.	  
Region 5 Director Report:   travels:  IL – SC  /  IN SC /  OH – 97 & SC  /  MI – SC
As chair of the National Veterans Benefits Committee, Gary held two VB committee meetings, participated in the Constitution and attended the Public Affairs and Government Affairs meetings 
As R5 Director Gary spoke at the Memorial Day ceremony in Dayton, OH.  
	
Treasurer's Report:  Al Tarlo reviewed the finance report dated 03/13/26 – 06/01/26. 
VSO funds were recently received from state, DMVA.  The final membership rebate was received from National as well as household goods deposits.  
Required chapter annual finance reports due, deadline July 15, blank forms available today.
Leadership grant applications were emailed out to eligible chapters.
Al reported that 60% of the 2025 tax preparation work has been completed before handing off to B. Himrod, MBA acct/marketing.  Extension filed with VVA National with October deadline.  
Al attended the MVAA 5th “Leadership Summit” in Grand Rapids, May 11-13, 2026. 
  	
Announcements & Chapter Roundtable: 

9 – They plan to move their BOD & general membership meetings to last Wednesday of the month.  They’ve been assisting with Penrickton Center for Blind Children to repair equipment.  They’ve made numerous donations to area veteran & community organizations including scholarships.  They want to continue their activities into the future.  
They will help organize a group of Ukrainian personnel who plan to visit Michigan this fall.  
18 – John Baxter is the new chapter president and he plans to be active in MSC affairs.


109 – They continue local Jackson school visits.  Their honor/color guard keeps busy with events and funerals.  They held a successful Annual Bob Wilkinson Fundraiser. 
133 – They plan to hold 3 fundraisers, one each in May, July and September.  
They will celebrate a veteran’s ceremony during the Independence Fest 2026 on June 27th, 
11:00 AM at Clintonwood Park in Clarkston. 
142 – Membership recruitment is alive and well in Monroe.  They participate in local parades, sell poppies and hold ceremonies at the veteran themed Heck Park. They have all new chapter officers.  They support the Bedford Township Vet Center.   
154 –Golf outing scheduled for July 25, 9 AM, Fernhill Golf Course, Clinton Twp, $125 per golfer, dinner only $35.00.   Annual Freedom Hill picnic is scheduled for today June 6, 2026.
175 – Moving Wall, Bluebell Beach, July 30 – August 2, 2026, flyer available. 
259 – A military banner raffle is being set up with a September drawing, $5 tickets available. 
‘The Wall that Heals’ will be in Taylor, MI, Heritage Park, August 13-16.
This weekend they are involved in a “Vets with Nets” event in Lake Erie.
267 – They participated in the 100th Dearborn Memorial Day parade, May 25th.  They may celebrate their chapter’s 40th anniversary and they have a golf outing scheduled for August 22nd.  
274 – They recently held an anniversary event for their Huey on display at their HQ.
284 – They are now involved with the Port Huron CAP award program.  They also participate with the Port Huron Elks club POW-MIA ceremony on Veterans Day.  Also involved with Chapter 9 in the efforts to have a POW-MIA chair placed in appropriate Lansing location.    
310 – They participate in the Clinton, MI Fall Fest and the Saline Pig Roast at the Saline TAL.
They continue to support the AA Fisher House with over $20K in donations.  They offer Thanksgiving meals to those at Dawn Farms, and they make monthly visits to the AA VA and ask Miss Michigan to join them for their Christmas visit.  Active in veteran suicide issue and some restrictive veteran health policies regarding necessity of a driver for certain appointments.. 
313 – The ‘Traveling Wall That Heals’ will be in Battle Creek from August 19-23 and the 
Huey 369 project will be nearby from August 21-23rd.   Huey swag is available and donations are most welcome to support this event.  National President Tom Burke will attend.   
528 – Plymouth Fall Fest plans are underway.  Participated in local Memorial Day parade and will march in July 4th parade as well.  A steak dinner is planned for August.  
Also plans for a Survivors & Spouses Benefit Seminar are being considered this fall.  
They also plan to participate in their 29th Wayne County fishing derby for the kids. 

Committee Reports:

Constitution / Bylaws:          Updated bylaws are available.  		Gary Estermyer

Election Committee:       Final round of MSC officer nominations 		Jack Devine
										Vic Romback
										Dave Gurtowsky

Accepted;     President – John Riling  /  1st VP – Mike Goodpaster  /  2nd VP – Duke Mayo
		   Secretary – Gary Estermyer   /   Treasurer – Al Tarlo
		   Asst. Secretary – Jon Luker   /   Asst. Treasurer – none
Today Jon Luker was nominated for Treasurer. Wayne Blank was nominated for Asst. Treasurer and Jon Luker withdrew his nomination for Asst. Secretary.


RESULTS: 	 President John Riling
		 1st Vice President Mike Goodpaster
		 2nd Vice President Duke Mayo
		 Secretary Gary Estermyer
		 Treasurer Jon Luker
		 Asst. Treasurer Wayne Blank
		 Asst. Secretary - none


Legislative Affairs:
	
Membership:  								Mike Goodpaster
May National Membership Affairs report; total VVA membership – 93,685,
12,298 in Region 5, 4,912 in Michigan, Chapter 154 remains in 5th  with 802 members.      
Dual AVVA/VVA memberships are at 972.
All chapters should report their deceased members information to National. 
Missing In America:     							Phil Smith
Phil reported there have been no veteran unclaimed cremains announcements.  He continues to reach out to area funeral homes and asked for delegate support in locating any cremains.    

 National Cemetery: 						      		 
 Ft. Custer			   						Terry Ivey
Terry reported Ft. Custer had 136 burial ceremonies in May, 774 YTD, 47,292 total burials, columbarium and scatter cremain interments since becoming a National Cemetery in 1981.  
 Great Lakes National Cemetery                                                             	Tom Tubbs
Tom reported YTD services of 2,432, 480 for month of April for a total of 73,068 burials.
Golf outing scheduled for Aug. 27th.

POW-MIA:  1,566 - RVN & surrounding SE Asia area.			Phil Smith

Product Sales:								John Riling   
Crew will drive to Jacksonville, FL for the VVA Leadership Conference. 	
Will have Indiana VSO group right next to MSC display in Kokomo in September.  		

PTSD / Veterans Health Care: 						 Sandie Wilson 

V.A.V.S.: 							         Phil Smith and Tim Driscoll 

Veteran’s Benefits / Service Program:  Gary Estermyer reported that we have
 11 accredited staff; 8 service officers, 2 admin. and 1 Director/CVSO.  
 
Recoveries:    FY 24 - $22,652,762         FY 25 - $27,836,361        FYTD - $16,152,073
 February  - $2,381,991      March  - $2,682,445      April  – $2,298,288      
         	
Detroit RO, McNamara Building, 477 Michigan Avenue, Room 1229, Detroit 48226 is open 
with appointments preferred (313) 961-9568 for hearings and face-to-face meetings.  
Our service officers have been participating in many VA sponsored events state-wide. 
Two new VSO volunteers for Bedford Vet Center; Wayne Blank, Ron Poland.
   
AVVA:        Election results:  President Penny Meinhardt		Penny Meinhardt
			           Vice President Kristy Strickland
			          Sec/Treas Bobbie Heidenrich
	
New Business:   Traveling Wall – Flint (7-30 / 8- 2), Taylor (8/13-15), Battle Creek (8/19-23),
	Battle Creek “Huey 369” project (8/21-23) 
	Medal of Honor convention – Detroit, Motor City Casino, Sep 30 – Oct 3, 2026
	MI chapters future of VVA virtual meeting – July 22, 1:00 PM 

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the Michigan Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Lansing  near the Hall of Justice behind the state Capital.  A Veteran’s Day ceremony may be planned.  



AVVA & VVA upcoming meetings & events: 

June 6, 2026 / 10:00 AM  -  VVA Annual/Election meeting hosted by Howell Chapter 110
				American Legion Post 141 hall
				3265 W. Grand River Ave., Howell, MI 48855

July 22, 2026, 2:00 PM  -  MI chapter zoom meeting, topic  “Future of MI VVA”  

August 11-15, 2026 – VVA Leadership Conference - Hyatt Regency, Jacksonville, FL

September 26, 2026 / 10:00 AM  –  MOTION 528/142 to approve, passed.
	SATURDAY		
Plymouth-Canton VVA Chapter 528
       			            Mayflower/Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 
1426 S. Mill Street, Plymouth, MI 48170

October 8-10, 2026 –  National CSCP & BOD meetings
			Crystal Gateway Marriott
			1700 Richmond Hwy., Arlington, VA 22202

December 5, 2026 / 10:00 AM  – VVA/AVVA general membership / Christmas luncheon
					Marysville Chapter 1083  @  VFW Post 8465
					3815 Knapp Avenue – Port Huron, MI 48060

Closing prayer									David Hoffman

Adjournment:  12:47 PM   /   	 Minutes taken by Secretary Gary Estermyer.  

Lodging in the Plymouth area:       Comfort Inn Plymouth		Red Roof Inn
				        40455 Ann Arbor Road		39700 Ann Arbor Road
				        Plymouth, MI 48170		Plymouth, MI 48170
				        734-455-8100			734-459-3300

												
Lodging in the Port Huron area for Christmas meeting, December 5, 2026:

DoubleTree by Hilton		City Flats Hotel		Comfort Inn
800 Harker St			800 Military St		1720 Hancock St
PH, MI 48060			PH, MI  48060		PH, MI  48060
810-984-8000			810-432-0010			810-292-0453

Hampton Inn			Holiday Inn Express		Super 8 by Wyndham
1655 Yeager St		2021 Water St			1484 Gratiot Blvd
PH, MI 48060			PH, MI  48060		Marysville, MI 48040
810-966-9000			810-662-3400			810-292-0328
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